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CBSE/CU/2011                                                           Dated: 11th October, 2011 

All the Heads of the Institutions affiliated to CBSE  Circular 74/2011 
Academic institutions granting admission for higher education,  
Prospective employers,   

 

Subject: National Academic Depository (NAD) 
Dear Principal, 
 
Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has initiated the process for establishment of 
a “National Academy Depository (NAD)” i.e. national database of academic qualifications in an 
electronic format. This database would facilitate online verification of academic awards issued by 
boards and universities thereby eliminating attempts to use fake/ forged academic certificates.  
 
The NAD will provide interface to various agencies (academic institutions granting admission for 
higher education, prospective employers, background checkers etc.) who intend to verify online 
whether such an academic qualification has been issued by the institution. 
 
The MHRD asked CBSE to carry out pilot project so as to eliminate initial hurdles if any. The 
pilot has been undertaken with two agencies namely Central Depository Services (India) Ltd 
(CDSL) and National Securities Depositories Limited (NSDL) as these two were the only 
depositories registered with Security Exchange Board of India.  
 
The pilot project was awarded to CDSL and NSDL in the month of Jan.2011.  The agencies 
worked on the pilot in close collaboration with the CBSE and completed the pilot which has been 
built, owned and operated by these organizations.  The depositories under NAD would perform 
the specified functions as mentioned below: - 
 

 Registration of various entities (academic institutions granting admission for higher 
education, prospective employers, background checkers etc.) in NAD, 

 Upload of details of academic qualifications by registered academic institutions (boards/ 
universities), 

 Verification of awards by (schools, colleges, and business firms etc. who are registered 
with NAD,, 

 Mapping of academic awards (Certificate holders who get registered with NAD have the 
facility of mapping their academic awards available in the system to their NAD account 
by submitting a request to NAD agent.  Once the awards are mapped, certificate holder 
will be able to view his awards under a single view in his login.) 

 Request for issuance of ‘Authentication Certificate’ (Registered certificate holder can 
request NAD to issue authentication certificate / mark sheet. 



Features of NAD : 
 
 NAD can hold details of academic awards of the candidates in electronic form. NAD will 

contain centralised database that will host information of academic awards issued by 
various institutions.  

 Various academic degree granting institutions, boards, universities such as central 
universities, state universities, deemed universities, IITs, IIMs, school boards etc. can 
establish connectivity with NAD to upload details of academic awards.  

 NAD can be accessed online by all authorised academic institutions admitting students for 
higher education, employers, and government organisations etc. for verification of academic 
awards of prospective candidates.  

 NAD can also forward a printed transcript of the academic qualification (Authentication 
Certificate / Mark sheet) on the request of the certificate holder. This facility may be used 
by employers, corporations, government organisations who may insist on authentication 
certificate for their records.  

 While the total access to NAD will be online, NSDL/CDSL will establish network of NAD 
Agents for candidates to submit dematerialisation requests of past academic awards and 
requests for authentication from NAD.  

 The system has the necessary security feature to ensure that only authorized users have 
access to authorized functions.  

 The system will also provide for integration with the Unique Identification Authority of India 
(UIDAI). 

 
As part of pilot implementation, CBSE has made available the academic awards of Central 
Teacher’s Eligibility Test (CTET) 2011 and CBSE Board XIIth Standard Exam 2011 on the NAD 
portals. The pilot project will be in operation for three months and after successful completion of 
pilot, MHRD will consider final award of contract.  
 
NAD provides interface to various agencies who intend to verify online whether an academic 
qualification has been issued by the CBSE. Entities that are desirous of availing online 
verification of the academic awards of the above mentioned examinations can register online at 
following NAD portals: 
 

NAD Portals                          Email id for clarifications if required 
https://nad.ndml.in/NAD/   (OR) 
www.ndml.in  

info_ndml@nsdl.co.in 

http://www.nad.co.in nad@cdslindia.com  
 
and avail online verification free of cost. Steps to be followed are also available on the website 
itself. 

As a part of pilot implementation, CBSE has made available the academic awards of 
following examinations on the NAD portals: 

 Central Teacher Eligibility Test (CTET) 2011 
 CBSE Board XII Standard Exam 2011 

 
You are kindly requested to make use of this facility and send us the feedback of the NAD system 
at the above address. Your feedback shall help us to further improve the system. 
 
                                                                                                              Yours sincerely, 

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                               (B M GUPTA) 
                                                                                                 HEAD (COMPUTER CENTRE) 



Distribution: 
 
1. All the Principals of the schools afiliated to the CBSE. 
2. All the Managers of the private unaided schools affiliated to the CBSE. 
3. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18-Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg, New 
    Delhi-110 016. 
4. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, A-28, Kailash Colony, New Delhi. 
5. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old Secretariat, Delhi-110 054. 
6. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9, Chandigarh-160 017. 
7. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim – 737 101. 
8. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar- 791111 
9. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair-744 101. 
10. The Secretary, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESS ESS Plaza,Community Centre, Sector 3, Rohini, 
      Delhi-85 
11. All the members of the Governing Body of the CBSE 
12. All the Regional Officers of the CBSE with the request to send this circular to all the Heads of the affiliated 
      schools of the Board in their respective regions. 
13. The Joint Secretary (IT) with the request to put this circular on the CBSE website. 
14. The PRO, CBSE 
15. The Library and Information Officer, CBSE  
 
 

 



National Academic Depository (NAD) 
FEED BACK PE RF ORMA 

 
Name of the website or URL: _____________________Date of browsing:  ____________ 

Purpose of browsing              : _______________________ 

 

1. Type of User: 

a) Board - as a provider/ verifier  of academic records 

b) University – as a provider/ verifier of academic records 

c) School – as a verifier of academic records 

d) Individual Certificate holder  

e) Employer – as a verifier of data 

f) Others : (Specify)  ……………………. 

 

2. What information were you exactly looking for in the website? 

a) Verification of Academic award 

b) Dematerialization of Academic Award 

c) Others : (Specify)  ……………………. 

 

3. Website visited  ( CSDL and  NDSL)     CDSL                                NSDL 
Pl visit both the websites             
a) Are the tabs/ instructions self explanatory ? Yes/No 

b) Is the website interactive? Yes/No 

c) Is the website user-friendly? Yes/No 

d) Would you like to visit the website again for your need? Yes/No 

e) Did you face difficulty in getting the desired results? Yes/No 

f) Do you feel that there is adequate information? Yes/No 

 

4. Rate on the following aspects: 

 Excellent Good Average Bad 

CDSL NSDL CDSL NSDL CDSL NSDL CDSL NSDL 

Time of loading         

Design of the website         

User friendly         

Easy Surfing         

Desired Information available         

Help on Processes involved         

Easy to get Academic Record verified         
 

5. In case Board wishes to go online for NAD which one would you prefer              CDSL                            NSDL 

6. Would you like to give any suggestions for improvement?  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                                          …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

User details:       Name:        ___________________           Email id: ________________          Contact number:  ______________ 

 


