CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION
(An Autonomous Organization under the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Govt. of India)
“Shiksha Sadan”, 17, Institutional Area, Rouse Avenue, Delhi-110002.

CBSE/CM/CCE-feedback/2010

Dated: 03.09.2010
Circular No.: 58

All the Heads of the institutions
Affiliated to CBSE
Subject: Concerns of Parents and Students on implementation of Continuous
and Comprehensive Evaluation - Formative and Summative
Assessments.
Dear Principal,
The CBSE had initiated the scheme of Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation
(CCE) and Grading System at secondary stage in all schools affiliated to it from the
session 2009-10 in Class IX. By and large the scheme has been accepted and
implemented whole heartedly by the schools. However as part of the formal and
informal feedback from the parents, students, principals and teachers a few concerns
have been raised by a few stakeholders which are recorded below:
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Too many tests, assignments, projects, homework and review tests (in some
schools as many as seven review tests per week) are being taken.
The projects are being given to students (to be done at home) which in most
cases lead to no real learning as they are either done by siblings/parents or
conveniently outsourced to entrepreneurs who have set up shop.
The stress on students is increasing due to minute microscopic examination of
behaviour which also makes students behave artificially.
No real time is being provided to students to play or participate in Co-Scholastic
activities
There is an element of subjectivity in assessing skills especially the coscholastic skills.
Some schools have no Parent Teacher Meeting at all or where it is convened, it
remains a few and far between event.

Keeping the above facts in mind, the Board once again would like to clarify and
reinforce the following points.


The Board vide its circular no 01, 2010 had specifically stated that "the tasks
which relate to projects and activities can be done in groups as in-class and
school activities and not become an extension of work to be done by
siblings or parents".
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Further to it, the Board in its circular no. 36, 2010 has given a background to the
need of involving and integrating various formative tasks as part of the Formative
Assessment.

The Board has also come to know that a section of teachers feel that they are required
to put in more work in the new paradigm by way of preparing their lesson plans,
designing formative activities and evolving additional teaching-learning materials. It
augurs well for the teaching community that it is now beginning to move away from the
text-book oriented teaching to more creative ways of involving students in the learning
process. Of course, teachers will have to put in greater effort to improve their teaching
on the basis of regular feedback and diagnosis followed by remedial instruction. Every
class is a new experience, unique in its own way and hence repetitive and mechanical
transaction has no place in the emerging classroom. While teachers may find the
additional work a little challenging or even taxing, they will soon learn to enjoy their
work a lot more seeing their reward in the form of improvement of their students in all
the domains of their personality. Further, once they learn to plan their work in the initial
phase, they will find the schedule more rewarding and less hectic.

The Board has brought out Teachers’ Manuals on Formative Assessment in the
subjects of Hindi, English, Science and Social Science for class IX which are available
on CBSE website. These manuals are detailed and exhaustive documents focusing on
formative aspects of learning and provide valuable guidance to the teachers in
respective subjects.

Schools have also been advised to familiarize parents and students with all the
material, circulars, and various manuals brought out on CCE and Formative
Assessments. This is essential to provide correct information to the parents. Moreover
the schools need to involve parents in the changes being made in terms of transaction
of syllabus, conduct of Formative Assessment, conduct of Co-Scholastic Skills and
maintaining records of marks and grades in case of Summative Assessment. It is also
important that schools should not be charged with subjectivity while evaluating CoCurricular skills. It is therefore advised that schools should arrange the evaluation of co
curricular skills in such a way that more than one teacher is involved for assessing Life
Skills, Co-Curricular Skills, Attitudes and Values.
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In addition to the above the following sheet may also be studied and circulated to
parents as well as students of the school.
What is not CCE?
What is CCE?
What can Schools Do?
Testing/Examining
the Assessing students on a Formative Assessment needs
be
taken
up
with
students in a formal manner continuous basis in a cyclic to
discrimination
and
in
manner is CCE
every day/week is not CCE.
consultation with all subjects
teachers so that projects of all
subjects are not given at the
same time.
Excessive homework /
Collaborating of project Self learning and study skills
assignments or project work is and research work in need to be encouraged
not CCE.
groups;
through in-class activities.

Invoking fear in students in the
guise of assessment by the
teacher is not CCE.

Minutely
assessing
the
students for behaviour is not
CCE.

Believing
that
Formative
Assessment is only meant for
students and is not indicative
of a feedback mechanism of
teachers
teaching
methodology is not CCE
Lack of coordination with other
subject teachers resulting in
over assessment of the
students is not CCE.

Balancing of projects and Project work may be given in
assignments
across groups
and
the
group
subjects is CCE
members need to work in
school under the direct
supervision of the teacher.
an
interactive
Integrating
assessment Through
with teaching and learning; classroom, the teacher must
Balancing the Scholastic engage students in exploring,
and
Areas
with
the
Co- experimenting
Scholastic
Areas
(to experiencing learning.
encourage
students
participation) is CCE
Encouraging
and School may lay emphasis on
motivating students to be Co-Scholastic Areas i.e., Life
positive in their attitude is Skills, Attitudes and Values for
personality development.
CCE

Reference to the Manuals
for Formative Assessment
tools for teaching, learning,
diagnosis and feedback is
CCE.

Giving
feedback
of
the
students to the parent from
time to time is important.
Uncovering and discovering
syllabus is more important
than
merely
completing
syllabus in all subjects.

Integrated Projects may be
given where subjects are
interlinked. Subject teachers
should plan and develop the
project and assess it together.
Not informing the parents and Continuous interaction with Sessions for parents on CCE;
students about the parameters parents with regard to the handouts can be given to
of assessment is not CCE.
students and progress parents and students;
Details of CCE can be
performance is CCE.
mentioned in the schools
Almanac/
Diary/Syllabus
booklet.
Teacher's judgement when
made through an honest
and objective appraisal
without bias is CCE.
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The Board is also creating a cadre of Trainers for CCE and will be undertaking
teachers’ training once again in all schools to reinforce the concept of Summative
Assessment, using Tools and Techniques, assessing co-scholastic areas and recording
and documentation.
The Board is also in the process of implementing the Monitoring & Mentoring
framework in all schools whereby Mentors will act as peer assessors and hand hold
other schools where required. This ought to be a mutually beneficial experience which
leads to insightful learning or both teams involved in this initiative. Being a purely
voluntary activity motivated teams are involved in Monitoring and Mentoring.
The CBSE is in continuous interaction with parents community and has taken up
concerns raised by them. For any change and reform to be successful, every school,
every teacher as well as the parents body need to work together in a collaborative spirit
to move forward successfully.
These concerns may be brought to the notice of all teachers, parents and students of
the school.

Yours sincerely

(VINEET JOSHI)
CHAIRMAN
Copy with a request to respective Heads of Directorates/KVS/NVS/CTSA as
indicated below to also disseminate the information to all concerned schools
under their jurisdiction:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18-lnstitutional Area,
Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg, New Delhi-11 0 016.
The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, A-28, Kailash Colony, New Delhi
The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old
Secretariat, Delhi-11 0 054.
The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9,
Chandigarh-160 017.
The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim - 737 101.
The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar- 791 111
The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair-744 101.
Director of Education, SIE, CBSE Cell, VIP Road, Junglee Ghat, PO 744103, A&N
Island
The Secretary, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESS ESS Plaza,
Community Centre, Sector 3, Rohini, Delhi-110 085.
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10. All the Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circular to all the
Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective regions.
11. The Education Officers/AEOs of the Academic Branch, CBSE.
12. The Joint Secretary (IT) with the request to put this circular on the CBSE website.
13. The Library and Information Officer, CBSE
14 EO to Chairman, CBSE
15. PA to CE, CBSE
16. PA to Secretary, CBSE
17. PA to Director (Acad.)
18. PA to HOD (AIEEE)
19. PA to HOD (Edusat)
20. PRO, CBSE

CHAIRMAN
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